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Another removal. 


_ The office of the Weexrt Reotster is again re- 
moved, and now is at the Head of Cheapside, within 
a very short distance of the ‘old stand. Weare, at 
last, completely fixed—for the time being. 

It is of no manner of importance that gentlemen 
addressing the editor by mail, should designate the 
place where the office is kept—but it is particularly 
requested, to avoid mistakes (which perhaps it was 
designed might occur) that his name, or “Viles’ 
Weekly Register,’ should be superscribed on their 
letters. 

The necessary attention to the removal of his 
effects, together with the late severe occupation of 
his time in a general exertion to get the accounts for 
the Weexty Reetsrer settled, and pessess that 
which he has so laboriously earned, have prevented 
that devotion to the editorial department of the 
paper usually bestowed upon it. 








Manufactures —very interesting. 
To Wixtiam Lownpes, chairman of the committee 
of ways and means of the house of representa- 
tives of the United States. 
, Respected Friend—Invited by the candor evinced 
mm some late conversations, on the subject of manu- 
factures—a subject in my opinion of vital import- 
ance to the United States at the present time, | 
take the liberty of soliciting thy attention to a few 
additional observations. 

Iam informed that the committee of wavs and 
means, to which was referred the tariff lately of- 
fered to the house of representatives by the secre- 
tary of the treasury, have before them a letter ad- 
dressed by me to him, dated at “Rokeby Cotton 
Works, on Brandywine, near Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, 11 month 30, 1815.” On this letter I wish to 
submit a few explanatory remarks, for two reasons; 
first, because I apprehend I have not been, in some 
parts of it, sufficiently explicit to convey my ideas 
with clearness: and, secondly, because I believe an 
increase of knowledge on the subject will enable 
me to improve some of its details, without any de- 
parture from its principles. 

In my letter to the secretary, I have endeavored 
to shew, from data on which f[ have full reliance, 
the lowest terms on which the British manufzcturer 
could enter our markets with an article (chosen as 
a fair average for generul reasoning) equally substan- 
wal with the same article made by the American 
manufacturer, under present circumstances—and 
the lowest terms on which the latter manufacturer 
ean bring such article into the same market. 

On this equality of fabfc was predicated my de- 
tailed comparison of the minimum cost of each 
manufacture. The British 19 2-3 cents, and the A- 
fnerican 24 6-10 cents per yard. ‘The difference is 
very nearly 5 cents, being more than 25 per cent. on 
the British cost. On the same idea of equality of 
fabric, was also predicated a scale of specific du- 
ties, in my said letter, submitted to the considera- 
tion of the secretary. I mean now to examine more 
elosely, and to offer some explanations of this scale. 
From a cost of 6d to 45d sterling, the proposed spe- 


= ——— =< ~~ 
cific duty varies from 14to6 cts. per yard, asstiming’ 

7-8 yard, as a medium-width. ‘The mean of these 

rates is 8 cents per running yard, and 9 cents per 

square yvard—which is 46 2-7 per cent on 19 4-9 cts. 

the medium cost; or if the minimum cost (for the 

purpose of calculation) be taken at 25 cents, the 

rate of duty proposed in that scale will be 36 per 

cent. Combining, with the preceding part of the 

proposition, the recommendation of 20 per cent, in 

the concluding part from a cost of 15d to 30d stl2. 

per yard, a mean of the whole proposition will be 

found to be 26 2-5 per cent. ad valorem. And if 
the whole of my proposition be not taken in cot. 

nexion, I cannot own a part of it as mine. 

The only modifications [ wonl1 make in the de- 
tails of my letter to the secretary are: in the state- 
ment of cost to the British manufacturer the price 
of the raw material at Manchester should be aug- 
mented from 12 7-10d to 14 1-25 per Ib. and the 
expence of manufacturing proportionally diminish. 
ed, yielding the same final result, 19 2-3 cents per 
yard. 

The coimparison, however, as founded on equality 
of fabrics, docs not give the most correct and prac- 
tical view of the subject. ft is rather what shold 
be than what zs. It is the practice of thé British 
manuficturer, from a dexterity and skill a¢quired 
by long experience and division of labor, to make 
a fabric very beautiful and imposing to the eye, éf 
yarn No, 20, everv pound of which produces 4 yds. 
at least, which will cost him, clear of duty, but 17 
cents per yard, in Philadelphia, when the price of 
cotton is 20 cents per lb. in Savannah. 

It is the practice of the American manufucturey 
to make a more substantial and durable fabric, of 
yarn No. 20, producing no more than 60 yards from 
17 lbs. which will cost him 25 cents per vard, in 
Philadelphia, when the price of cotton is 30 cents 
per lb. in Savannah. | 
The cost to the American manuf.ctttrer of 

a substantial and useful cloth is, per 

yard - - " . 

The cost to the British manufacturer of a 
beautiful and highly polished ¢leth is, 
per yard - . 2 - 17 cents 


25 cents 


The difference is, per yard - 8 


Unless there be imposed 6n this foreign fabric 
as much duty as will make it cost the importer 25 
cenis per yard, the American manufacturer will not 
be protected effeciualiy. A specific duty of eigiit 
cents per yard, a duty ad valorem of more than 47 
per cent, or if the minimum cost > (for the purpose 
of calculation) be taken at 25 cents, $2 per cent 
will be necessary for that effect. 

In the proposed tariil, the dut¥ is stated at 33 
1-3 per cent—-the difference of 1 1-3 per cent be- 
tween this and the preceding result of my calcul.- 
tion, it is a very small aliowance for the possible 
évasions of revenue which may take place, notwitli- 
standing the most careful leristation of the sub- 
ject: So that I consider my letter, to which I hare 
alluded, when closely examined in I] its parts, to 
be in complete harmony with the proposed tarj{f? 
In that letter I have said— , 
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“It willrequire some years, I apprehend, to dis- 
sipate prejudices—for the generality of consumers 
to-learn to prefer, ata superior price, the substai- 
tial usefulness and durability of ours, to the beau- 
ty of the British manufacture. | 

“Under the present high price of labor, and the 
small experience, both-in the fabrication of our ma- 
chinery. and im the economy of using them, T be- 
lieve we cannot make geod cotton cloth, of the, 
common width, from three-quarters to a yard, for 
less than 25 cents per yard, without any profit; I 
would, therefore, calculate all cotton goods, the 
invoice price of which should not exceed 104d 
sterling per yard at 25 cents, and the difference 
between this amount and the amount of the invoice, 
should be duty. At this point I would aim, in fix- 
ing a rate of duty either ad valorem or specific.” 

“Let us extend our views to that state of things 
when our manufactures, through the fostering care 


of a libeval government, during their infancy, shal! 


gain their proper station in the scale of great na- 
tional interests—-when we may supply our own 
wants from our own resources—be independent, in 
aN exemption from a vexatious foreign influence 
operating through our necessities—/appy, in an ex- 
emption from many sources of war-—and rich, in an 
exemption from the debt which always follows in 
its train. Then manufactures will be a fair object 
of revenue.” : 

A riimor has gone forth, that, as an agent of ma- 
nufactures, Ihave, in the letter already alluded to, 
expressed an opinion, that a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem imposed on cotton goods imported, would 
be sufficient protection, and that I asked no more 
than ~20 per cent. Believing, as Ido, that a tho- 
rough examination of my said letter will not war- 
rant such a construction—and knowing that such is 
not my opinion, fam unwilling to meet the conse- 
quences of such an impression on the minds of my 
fellow-citizens. [ confessI am not, nor do I wish 
to be, insensible to the esteem and approbation of 
my countrymen; and I verily believe that the time 
is at hand, when the people of the United States 
will not applaud his wisdoin who has directed his 
exertions to paralyze, wound or destroy manufac- 
turing establishments. Fluctuating and temporary 
expedients would paralyze them; parsimonious 
measures mightwound them; and withhoiding the 
shield of legislative support would destroy them.. 
Nothing will afford them sure foundation, short of a 
boid, candid and decided policy, the principle of 
which should be obvious, spexking to rival nations 
a language not to be misunderstood—a steady de- 
termination to accomplish its object. This wise 
course wouid at once reduce our rivals to a for- 
lorn hope; otherwise their attacks will be unceas- 
ing, diversified, often masked, and directed with 
un Ingenuity in selecting weak points, and a skill 
in the process, of which few of us can now have 
an adequate conceptuon. 

If we seek so!e!ty in forcign countries a market 
for our surplus provisions and raw materials, and 
from them a supply of our wants in manufactured 
articles, the government of tose countries will re- 
gulate our markets both out and in, as will best suit 
their own views; they would not, prebaps, attempt 
to drive us suddenly to the verge of bankruptcy, lest 
we should start from the brink of the precipice, 
and, with a bold and violent effort, regain our en- 
ergy; but they would gradually regulate us into 
poverty and weakness—establish a deleterious in- 
fluence, which, like a sure but slow poison, would 
steal through ali the veins and arteries of society. 


seamen, but, like Sampson, shorn of his locks, we 
should talk and lament in vain—or like Esau, starv- 
‘ing in the midst of plenty, sell our birth-right, in- 
dependence, for a mess of pottage. 

The eastern and middle states would frst feel 
the effects of the paralyzing venom, the western 
states next—and, lastly, though with equal cer- 
tainty and in speedy succession, the southern states 
would full victims in common to the. general di-.. 
sease. In the body politic, its first symptoms will 
be—a morbid circulation—a weakened cohesion of 
parts—diverse attractions—topical fevers—pros- 
tration of strength: And its end—Shall I finish the 
pi¢ture?—dissolution! We have now in our power 


the means of prevention— | : 
“Principiis obsta, sero Medicina paratur, 
“Cum mala per longas convaluere moras.” 


f we guard not effectually against its first occur- 
rence, the disease may become epidemic, and me- 
dicine may, indeed be too late! This warning, it is 
true, is given by a simple private individual—yet, 
his warnings flow from his honest convictions— 
he utters them with freedom, but with respect. 

“Wisdom crieth in the streets.”—I allude not 
to the voice of a few associated manufacturers— 
nor of a few associated merchunts4-but to the voice 
of the people. The great agricultural classes are 
awakened to their interests, they are disposed to 
look beyond the present moment. This voice has been 
already heard, in gentle whispers and in divers pla- 
ces—it will soon become general, loud, clear, and 
imperative: and although my contribution may be 
but a single mite, I, for one, wish not to be found in- 
attentive or disobedient to its behests. 

Let not even the cotton-grower sleep on his post, 
inthe hope that he will be able to obtain a foreign 
market and a good price to the extent of his increas- 
ing crops and commensurate with his wishes. I 
have no doubt he would soon find this a treache- 
rous hope, however fair the prospect. Bourbon; 
cotton has, for experiment, been planted in British 
India—the experiment has completely succeeded ; 
and Britain may soon derive a full supply of good 
cotton from her own colonies and dependencies—she 
will then take ours, or not; as may best suit her 
own convenience. But suppose Great Britain should 
take al/ our cotton (we manufacturing none) in 
consideration of our receiving payment for it in her 
manufactures—and suppose there be raised annually 
in the United States 350,000 bales, or 100,000,000 
lbs. of cotton wool; she would, having the market 
in her own control, probably not give for this, more 
than 10 cents per ib. or 10,000,000 dollars—she 
would want nothing from the eastern,}middle, or west- 
ern states, except perhaps a little tobacco. From 
one tenth part of this cotton wool, she will make 
49,000,000 yards of cloth, which, (at the average 
price of 25cents per yard at least) will be returned 
in full payment for the whole crop. 

I believe the primary point is generally establish- 
ed—it has become public opinion—that it would be 
sound policy to the government of the United 
States to protect their manufacturmg establishments. 
It remains, therefore, only to settle the quantum of 
protection. My opinion is, that, although less than 
is proposed in the tariff might possibly sustain them > 
—less would not do it with certainty. The tariff 
is yet but a proposed experiment—it appears to 
me very important that the experiment be fairly 
made. Should too smail a protection be hazarded, 
although there could be no doubt of the honesty 
of opinion from which the measure proceeded, the 
object may be lost—lost, never to be regained—how- 





We might then talk of reyenue and commerce, and 


ever obviously the loss might then appear to be fa- 
tal to our prosperity. But should the protection 
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gPanted prove, on trial, to be more ‘thun sufficient— 
jione of its conséquences could be injurious, It 
might be diminished or regulsted as experience 
would direct. Internal competition would seon 
xeduce to its minimum the price of the manufactur- 
ed article—the greater and more cértain -he pxo- 
tection, the soonei could this reduction, take place 
—and this minimum would probably be as low as, if 
not lower than, the price of similar imported goods. 

Ihave addressed thee with freedom and with 
candor. Thope it will be &onsidered as a tribute 
of respect; and receivéd with equal candor from 
‘thy friend, | 

< ‘ ISAAC BRIGGS. 
Washington City, 3 mo. 12, 1816. 








Legislature of Louisiana. 


, GOVERNOR’S SPEECH. 
Bellow-citizens of the senate, 
and of the house of representutives, 
The happy change in our affairs affords cause 
of sincere and mutual congratulation. 





Tire war which raged with so much fury when I! 
had last the honor of addressing you, has terminat-| 
éd ian honorable peace. The people, reposing in 
safety, have with the cheering prospect of protract- 
ed prosperity, resumed their various pursuits. Pend- 
ing an arduous conflict between two great and pow- 





erful nations, it was not to have been expected that 
either should have been exempt from great suffer- 


ings. That so many of our brave defenders have) 


fallen must excite the deepest regret—that so many | 


were spared for the support o* their government | 
and country, should awaken anew our gratitude to} 


the beneficent Deity, under whose favor the Ameri- 
can republic was formed, and in times of peculiar) 


distress strengthened and preserved. | 


Pacific as the policy of the United States has been, 


found wanting in the will or the power to repel ag- 
gression. The issue of the late war has amply de- 
veloped the energy and great resources of our coun- 
try. It has also abundantly proven, that the spirit! 
of our fathers has descended to their children, and 
that the great blessing of independence wiil be main- 
fained with no less courage than was displayed in 
its acquirement. Reflections so consoling to an 
American breast, naturally leads the mind to the 
contemplation of the scenes which lately passed 
within our view. The distingitiished services of the 
army and navy in repeliing the rude invaders of 
Louisiana, will long be holden in grateful recollec- 
tion, nor can we too highly appreciate the valorous 
decds of our western brothers, who in defence of! 
this section of the union so cheerfully encountered 
privations, fatigue and danger. That the citizens 
of our state likewise eminently contributed to its 
wafety, will at all times be admitted by the just and 
mapartial. The congress of the United States eee 
tertaining a high sense of the patriotism, zeal and| 
courage which animated the whole population of 
Louisiana,” have declared and prociaimed, “that 
the brave Louisianians have deserved weil of the 
whole people of the Uuited Srates.”” Honored with 
being made the medium of conveyance io my fellow 
citizens of so inestimable a tribute to their merits, 
I hastened to give it immediate publicity. Inever- 
theless shall embrace an early occasion to lay be- 
fore the representatives of the state a copy of tie 
original resolution, in expectation that being lodg 

ed among the public archives, it will remain for 

ermanent reference. ‘The influence of great an. 


—_—— 





mlustrious examples has every wherg been seca and 


acknowiedged. The patriotism which these reso- 
lutions record, cannot fail to be an object of emu- 
lation with posterity, and in periods of difficulty 
and danger, a great and strong incitément to union, 
valor and exertion. It is incumbent on me, gentie- 
men, to inform you of the execution of such of your 
acts as required my immediate agency. By virtre 
of your resolution of the 14th of December, 181, I 
advanced, on the order of the officer commandig 
the 7th military district, the sum of sixteen thousend 
nine hundred do!lirs, which were expended on for- 
tifications destined for the defence of thiss:me, Of 
the monies placed at my disposition, under your 
resolution of the 15th of the same month, for the 
promoiion of the naval service, on this station, six- 


teen hundred and eighty dollars. were disiributed 


in bounty to seventy brave seamen recruited in this 
city, and who, composing the greater part of the 
crew of the United States’ ship Louisiana, did, un- 
der the direction of their gallant officers, so honor- 
ably distinguish themselves in the defence of tliis 
capital. . 2 

In conformity to the “act for the relief certain 
persons therein named,” and the “act to provi-te for 
the wants of persons wounded in service,” I have 
with the sincerest satisfaction caused to be punctu- 
ally paid in stipends allowed to the parents, widows 
and children of individuals of the militia of this 
state, killed in action; and placed on our pension 
list others disabled by their wounds from obtaining 
a livelihood by labor. The number is much less, 
considerably, than we had reason to anticipate, and 
is another proof of the goodness of the Being, in 
whose hands rests the fute of men and nations. I 
shall lay before you a list of the names of persons 
thus relieved, with the evidence on which the re- 
spective pensions were granted, and I cannot avoid 
expressing a wish, that provisions so honorable to the 


|state, and acceptable to the worthy objects of 1is- 
and may always remain, I trust they will never be | 


justice, may be continued. 
It is known to you, gentlemen, that on the requi- 
sition of msjor-general Jackson, acting under the 
authority of the president, 1 did in the Jate great 
emergency, order into the service of the union the 
militia of this state, and that during the continu- 
ance of such service the whole remained out of my 
control. I am aware that my conduct in this respect, 
with subsequent events, m which I either hac, or 
was supposed to have had an agency, has beconre 
the subject of much severe animadversion. It is not 
easy to limit the influence of calumny and misre- 
presentation, and therefore it 1s very probable that 
impressions to my injury may have been effected. 
But if there is an honest man in this state, or else- 
where, Who supposes that I would shrink from the 
investigation of any charge which could be exhibit- 
ed, orapprehend aught from the result of such in- 
vestigation, le little knows how strongly I am for- 
tified in conscious rectitude. As regards our mili- 
tia, gentlemen, the total number was not more chan 
equal, with the succor reccived in ume from the 
sister states, to repel the invasion. This miliria 
were bacily armed, and destitute ef camp equipage, 
aud munitions of war. Funds to precure these ne- 
cessary supplies were not at my disposal, much less 
had TI the means of providing for thei transporte 
tion, subsistence and pdy. To have retained the 
command, I must have deciimed obedience to the 
call; and in that case all the expenditures on uc. 
count of our militia must have been defrayed by 
the state, conformably to the principies establis..ed 
by the war department, as I did and do yet under- 
stand them. By meeting the requisition these ex- 
penditures devolved upon the Unated States. Honep 
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n part of the militia have been paid off, and I shall 
be disappointed if the claims of the rest are not 
éoon discharged with all the good faith which cha- 
racterises the general government. A call on an 
individual state for its quota of any number of a re-| 
quired militia force, apportioned under the orders 
of the president, among the several states, is a 
common occurrence. An obedience to it would al- 


ways be considered by me as a duty imposed by the| 


constitution and laws. A demand on a state for its 
whole force can seldom happen. It perhaps will 
never be made on a state strong in population, and 
rich in resources. Should it occur, the governor, 
finding himseif enabled in any emergency to. move 
his militia with dispatch and effect, may be permit- 
ted to deliberate before he surrenders the whole of 
that force, entrusted to him for the maintenance, 
within his own state, of good order, and the supre- 
macy of the laws. But Iwas without any grounds 
for hesitation, and the more readily placed our whole 
militia in the service of the United States, under a 
conviction that they would in consequence be 
brought to the field with more promptitude and ef- 
frcacy. For such individual distress of feeling as 
itay have resulted, I have found an ample recom- 
pence in the triumphs of my country, to which the 
people of this state, where I have long presided, so 
greatly aided. 

During your recess, gentlemen, I hate received 
from the governors of Massachusetts and Connec- 
ticut, certain amendments proposed by the legisla- 
tures of those states to the constitution of the United 
States. ‘They shall be submitted to you, and whe- 
ther all or any of them be desirable, will be a sub- 
ject of serious enquiry. This constitution is the re- 
sult of the labors of as virtuous and enlightened an 
assemblage of statesmen, as our country ever wit- 
nessed. [t was afterwards submitted to tlie indivi- 
dual states, and after the fullest discussion adopted 
by all. Inan era pregnant with revolutions, innova- 
tions and change ; amidsta series of dithculties mter- 
nal and external, war without, embarassment within, 
the great men who have admmistered this eonstitu- 
tion, have maintained us in prosperity, independence 
and liberty.—What stronger proofs could we require 
of its many excellencies? nevertheless, like every 
other work of man, it has no doubt some imperfee 
tions—Such the nation can remedy at its will. But 
until that high tribunal decide, let us not touch 
with unhallowed hands, what we may suppose to 
bethe weakest part of this great bulwark of our 
freedom, union and safety—Great as is the cause 
for patriotic exultation ou the glorious defence of 
this eountry—Grateful as we must all feel for the 
rescue of this capital from capture, rapine, and 
perhaps conflagration, I shall never cease to regret, 
that it was accompanied and succeeded by the 
prostration of a part of ourlaws and civil authori- 
ties. I know this is justified on the plea of necessi- 
ty, and apparently to the satisfaction of the nation. 
i cannot suppose that any opinions of mine will in 
the least aftect the publie sentiment—they would 
probably have no other tendency than to raise the 
angry passions of the intolerant of the prevailing 
faith. But I shall not hesitate to say, that if at 
any time, I listened with complacency to the doc- 
trine of doing evii that good might come from it, 
that the end justified the means, I am now convin- 
ced that the admission of this principle into affairs 
of state, must prove imvasive of the rights and de- 
structive to the happincss of a iree people. Yes, 
gentlemen, my experience in Leuisianna,has taught 
ine hos tu reverence and estimate the sage advice 


trymen to respect the authority of the laws, and 
cautions them “ to resist the spirit of mnovation, 
however specious the pretext, and to permit no 
change by usurpation; for although this (says the 
illustrious patriot) may in one instance be the in- 
strument of good, it is the customary weapon” by 
which free governments are destroyed—The prece- 
dent must always greatly overbalance in permament 
evil, any partial or transient benefit, which the use 
can at any time yield :”” 

On turning your attention to the usual objects of 
legislation, you will find much encouragement from 
the present undisturbed, prosperous condition of 
our commerce and agriculture, and the consequent 
increase of the wealth and resources of the state. 
Ihave long regretted that our’ code should not fur- 
nish a regular system of bankruptcy. A system 
which, whilst it makes no encroachment on the 
rights of the fair trader, or subjects him to any 
unnecessary restraint, may preserve the interest of 
creditors, and defend unfortunate debtors from op- 
pression; which shall enforce the due accountabili- 
ty of those to whose care the bankrupt’s estate is 
committed, and prevent its being swallowed up by 
the charges of lawyers, clerks and notaries—and 
whieh shall finally be the safe guard against decep- 
tion by punishing frauds and perjury with exem- 
plary rigor. The necessity for such a system has of 
late become apparent. With the return of peace 
and the state of security, in which this great and 
growing city must now be considered as placed, no- 
thing can prevent its commercial splendor from 
equatling our fondest wishes, provided our laws and 
our municipal regulations be such as to inspire con- 
fidence, and insure to the stranger, the sojourner 
and the citizen, protection of his person and pro- 
perty, and the speedy and ample redress of all 
wrongs. 

The criminal code was on a former occasion men- 
tioned as defective, and is again recommended to 
your consideration—1l cannot forbear remarking, 
that, in many cases, the punishment bears none or 
little proportion to the offence In providing against 
crimes, we should never lose sight of the princi- 
ple, that preventive justice gives most dignity to 
the state, and when, for the sake of example, pun- 
Lishment must,be inflicted, its certainty and celerity 
more than its severity, are likely to produce the 
desired effect. 

The receipts of the treasury for the preceding 
lyear, have enabled me to meet the current expenc-: 
es of the government and to make to the Louisiana 
Bank a payment of 15,000 dollars, on account of the 
sum due by the state to that institution—A balance 
equal to all immediate demands remains im the 
treasury—I believe the preseni taxes will very 
soon produce a fund sufficient for the extinguish- 
ment of the whole debt of the state, and I indulge 
‘the pleasing hope, that the day is not distant, when 
such of the impost as bear more heavily upon the 
people, may be reduced. In the mean time, gen- 
tlemen, and at all times, I trust our fiscal resources 
may prove amply abundant to continue your liberal 
support to that system of public education, left us 
by the last territorial government. It is true, that 
it has not been attended with the success which its 
patrons anticipated—the war damped the pros- 
pects not only of the college of Orleans, but of se- 
veral of the primary schools. But the return of 
peace will greatly favor the industry of the planter, 
the merchant and the mechanic, and we may ration- 
ally hope that no citizen, whose means allow it, 
will withhold from his children, the opportunity of 





of the gveat Washington, when he urges his coun-| 
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acquiring that instruction, which best fits them 
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far the enjoyment, the exercise and the protection: 
ef those rights which a government of laws gua- 
rantees. , 

There are several objects of more local concern, 
which will not escape your observation. Among 
these, the revision of the laws which relate to the 
levees or dykes of the Mississippi, will no doubt be 
deemed important. You know how seriously the 
settlements on that river are menaced by its annual 
rise, and the loss and destruction of property which 
are the consequences of the overflow of its banks. 
On this subject, it is a fitematter of enquiry, how 
far it may be proper to define by law the bed of the 
Mississippi, and to prevent by severer penalties 
than those which now exist, any obstructions to that 
great highway. 

In this moment of tranquility, I earnestly entreat 
you, gentlemen, not to omit the precautions es- 
sential to our future safety. The great scarcity of 
arms was very recently cause of serious concern.— 
We should, therefore, add annually to our present 
limited supply; and to this end, I recommend libe- 
ral appropriations. As on the past, so in any fu- 
ture emergency, we must be indebted in part to 
our own exertion for security, the militia system 
should therefore be carefully revised, and given 
all the perfection of which it is susceptible. We 
know not how soon the patriotism, the valor of our 
countrymen,may again be put to the test—the world 
is still in a state of great perturbation. The in- 
terposition of that Omnipotent Being, “who to gra- 
cious ends directs the storm,’”’ may, indeed, give 
to suffering humanity lasting repose. But from 
our past experience of the policy of foreign nations 
we can derive no assurances that our country will 
long be permitted to enjoy the calmof peace. We 
have seen a great nation, famed in sciences and in 
arms, succumb to a foreign force, and the allied so- 
vereigns disposing at will of its lands, and the 
fruits of its industry. The fate of France is a warn- 
ing not less imposing than the holy writing on the 
wall, of the fall of every people who become the 
prey of divisions, parties and factions. Whatever 
difference in political sentiment may exist among 
Americans, the operations of our representative 
government, conducted as they will be by modera- 
tion and forbearance, must, fam persuaded, pro- 
duce harmony and conciliation. Whatever jealou- 
sies have, or may arise among the several states, the 
interest of each invites toa rivalship on one ground 
—a rivalship in placing her militia on the best pos- 
sible footing, and when the occasion demands, in 
making the greatest exertions for the protection 
of the whole confederacy. Let this spirit, gentle- 
men, influence your councils; let it be cherished 
throughout the state, and Louisiana will acquire a 
pre-eminence of character which shall inspire the 
greatest confidence at home, and the highest re- 
spect abroad. WM. C. C. CLAIBORNE. 

New-Orleans, Jan. 3, 1816. 








Finances of New-York. 


COMPTROLLER’S ANNUAL REPORT. 
State of New-York, Comptroller’s Office. 

The comptroller, in obedience to the directions 
ef the act entitled “An act relative to the office and 
duties of the comptroller of this state,” has the 
honor to submit to the honorable the legislature the 
following report. 

FUNDS. 
The funds of the state, exclusive of those appro- 


schools, and for the promotion of literature, are as 
follow 


The debt due from the president, di- 


rectors and company of the bank of 


New-York, $1,262,091. 46 
Three per cent. stock of the United 
States, . | 833,177 33 
608 shares of the capital stock of the 
bank of America 60,000 
100 do. do. New-York, 50,000 
100 do. do. Albany, 40,000 
600 do. Farmer’s Bank, _ 30,000 
3000 do. New-York State Bank, 150,000 
1000 do. Manhattan Company, 50,000 
2000 do. Mechanics’ and Farmers’ 
Bank, 30,000 
2000 do. Middle district Bank 50,0060 
1000 do. Bank of Newburgh, 50,000 
2000 do. do. Troy, 16,000 
1000 do. do. Lansingburgh, 6,006 
Balance on the loan of 1786 63,490 45 
Loan of 1792, 500,000 
1808, 45,000 
Loans to individuals, &c. 45,000 13 


Bonds and mortgages for the consi- 
deration money of lands sold, 

50 shares of the stock of the western 

_ inland lock navigation company, 

100 shares of the stock of the Seneca 
lock navigation company, 

Bond of the mayor, aldermen and com- 
monalty of the city of New-York, 
for balance due on the government 
house and lot, 

Loan made to the commissioners for 
improving the navigation of Hud- 
son’s river, between the villages of 
Troy, Lansingburgh and Waterford, 

Loan made to the United States to pay 
the militia of this state, 

Loans made to the sufferers on the Ni- 
agara frontier, 


590,634 33. 
99,000 
11,750 


30,009 © 


7,009 


530,090 


12,159 





Dollars, 4:799,302 70 





To which may be added about seven hundred and 
eighty thousand acres of unappropriated lands. 

The funds have been augmented during the tast 
year, 53,521 37-100 dollars, by three per cent. 
stock of the United States, taken in payment of 
arrears and commutation of quit-rent; 22,600 45-100 
dollars by mortgages taken on various lots sold 
by the commissioners of the land office to the occu- 
pants, and by the attorney-general under former 
mortgages; 350,000 dolls. by a loan to the United 
States, for the payment of the militia of this’state 
pursuant to the act entitled “an act authorising the 
comptroller to loan to the general government a 
sum of money suflicient to pay off the militia of 
this state who have been ordered into the service 
of the United States, and for other purposes,” pass- 
ed 17th March, 1815; 12,150 dollars by loans to 
that amount made to the sufferers on the Niacara 
frontier; 7,500 dollars by investments in the stock 
of the Seneca lock navigation company; and 6,50( 
dollars by loans made to the county of Clinton anc 
town of Stratford; making a total augmentation of 
451,831 85-100 dollars. 

During the same period the funds have been di. 
minished as foliows:—11,104 4-100: dollars by the 
foreclosure of mortgages on lands in sundry tracts, 
and 39,313 55-100 dollars by the payment of that 





amount of principal of the debts dué to the state— 


priated for the use and encouragement of common |making in all a diminution of 50,417 59-100 dollars 
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REVENCE. For principal of bonds and mortgages 
The annual revenue of the state, exclusive of that| for lands sold, t 22,914 04 
destined for the encouragment and support of com: }, do., loans to individuals, &e. ~ 7,987 93 
mon schools, and for the promotion of literature, |'For principal and interest of the loan 
my, for the present be estimated at 952,476 42-| of 1786, . “2,196 95 
iuv dollars, arising from the following sources: Principal and interest of land sold mene 
Interest on the debt due from the by the surveyor-general, appro- 
| bank of New-York | 75,725 48 priated to the school fund; for 
Three per cent. stock of the United | principal and interest of monies 
States, 24,995 31 loaned of that fund; and for the 
Loan of 1786, 3,519 93 fifih and last instalment of the 
Loan of 1792, 32,400 bond of the Mechanic’s bank in 
Losn of 1808, 26,944 56 the city of New-York, 68,267 16 
Loxns to individuals, &c. 2,978 68|° Principal and interest of lands sold, 
Bond and mortgages for landssold,; 35,438 04) and appropriated to the fund for 
Dividends on bank stock, exclusive of the promotion of literature, 2,716 54 
- surplus profits, 42,624 For dividends on bank stock, viz: 
Dividends on the western inland lock Bank of Albany, 3,150 
navigation company 2,760 America, 2,432 
Duties on sales at auction, 12,000 | Hudson, 675 
Fees of office tobe accounted for by iF Troy, 2,720 
the secretary and surveyor-general, 500 | Columbia, 1,600 
Onondaga salt springs, 4,000 | Newburgh, 2,000 
Rent of lands leased, 620 02 Lansingburgh, 540 
Quit rents, 7,00 i New-York state bank, 16,200 
Fees for pedlars’ licences, 300 Farmer’s bank, 2,400 
interest on the bond of the corporation Merchant’s bank, 16,200 
of the city of New-York, 1,8000 | Mohawk bank, 450 
Interest on arrear of taxes 4,000 Manhattan company, 4,500 
the loan to the United States, 21,000 Middle District bank, 2,000 
do. to the sufferers on the Nia- Dividend received on the stock of the 
a frontier, ; 870 Sv old bank of the United States, 3,940 
Probabie amount of receipts on ac- For dividend on the stock of the west- 
count of the state tax, 545,000 ern inland lock navigation compa- , 
ny, 4,140 
Doliars, 952,476 52} Vacant lands, 3,302 66 
The revenue has suffered a decrease during the} Fees accounted for by the secretary, 500 66 
last year ef 4,145 47-100 dollars, in consequence by the surveyor-gen. 15 80 
of the diminution of the principal dueon the bonds} Rent of lands leased, 200 
and mortgages taken for lands sold; 4,720 on the the state pier at Sag-Harbor, 34, 92 
estimate of the dividends to be received on bank the government house im the Net 
stock; 3000 dollars in the supposed produce of the. city of New-York, 437 50 
Onondaga salt springs; and 150 dollars on account lands leased for the benefit of 
of rents of lands ieased, m2king in the wholea de- the posterity of Peter Ot- 
ercase of 9,015 40-1U0 dollars. sequette, 101 79 
Meanwhile the revenue has been increased! Arrears of quit rent, 14,599 04 
1,895 64-100 dollars, by dividends to be received? Commutation of do. — 2,962 53 
on acconnt of the three per cent. stock of the Uni-| .Expences of advertising do. F 267 88 
ted States, taken in payment of quit rents; 6,369} Amountreceived for lands sold for quit 
96-100 dollars, by reason of the addition to the rate rents, _ ‘ 8,421 69 
of the interest hereafter to be paid on the loans of} Redemption oflands and for quit rents, 99 32 
1786 and 1792, and on loans to individuals; 66,000} Fees of the clerk’s office of the su- 
dollars in the supposed produce of sales at public PFEME COUTT,. 16,007 45 
auction; 1000 dailars in the estimate of quit rents,| Fees tor pedlars’ licences, 320 


annually due; 1,900 dollars, by the increase of in- 
terest on arrears of taxes; 21,870 50-100 dollars 
by interest on the loans to the United States, and to 
the sufferers on the Niagara frontier; and 545,000 
doilars, by the probabie avails of the state tax—mak- 
ing in the whole an augmentation of 648,746 10- 
10v dollars. 

in account of the manies received into the treasury 

during the year 1815. 

For interest on the debt due from the 

bank of New-York, dis. 73,725 46 

do. Three per cent. stock of the 


United States, 23,403 32 


do. koan of 1792, 26,770 38 
1808, 28,328 52 
do. Bonds and mortgages for lands 


Duties on sales at auction, 194,475 25 
Amount received for an iron chest sold 
by the comptroller, 60 
For proceeds of the Onondaga salt springs 


over and ahove appropriations paid by 


superintendants, 2,103 87 
From the managers of the Union College 
lotteries, 469 16 
managers of lotteries, to pay their 
unpaid prizes, 1,683 
For loans obtained, viz. 
of the bank of New-¥ork, 40,000 
New-York state bank, 30,000 


Stock loan bearing 7 pe ct.interest, 150,000 
For proceeds of lands sold for making 





soid, 36,069 05 
do. Loans to individuals, &c. 2,534 08 
do, Bond of the corporation of the 

city of NewYork, 1,312 504 


certain roads, 2,406 35 
Monies received on account of the 

state tax, 554 
Monies received for arrears of county 

taxes, 44,434 8 





> 


sof 
‘ 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—NEW-YORK FINANCES. 55 








Charges. of advertising those taxes, 1,539 85 
Interest on the same, 17,729 96 
Arrears of the direct tax of the United 


_ States, for 1814, - 25451 99 
- Amount received for lands sold for 
non-payment of county taxes, with 
the charges and interest, 22,629 82 
Redemption of lands sold as above, 12,468 60 
Tax laid for improving the road from 
Chester to Canton, 50 31 
Do. for laying out a road from Salina . 
to Adams, ™ 3,541 80 
Redemption of lands sold for the tax 
laid-to improve the road from Hop- 
_ kinton to north-west bay,. 295 02 
Do. do. road between Albany and ~ | 
the river St. Lawrence, 187 03 





Total, dollars, 2,080,454 87 





[ere follows a statement of expenditures during 
the last year, embraced in the treasurer’s report. } 


State of the treasury on the 31st December, 1815. 
Balance remaining in the treasury on 
the Ist January, 1815, 78,355 05 
Amount received in the 
treasury during the year_ 
1815, 2,080,454 87 
Deduct warrants drawn 
during that year, 2,037,903 29 
Deduct also two warrants 
drawn in 1814, and not 


paid till 1815, 60 





2,037,963 29 

Except two warrants drawn 
but not yet paid by the 
treasurer, 69 59 


2,037,893 70 








Balance in the treasury, including bills 

of credit of the emission of 1786 and 

1788, $120,916 22 
Estimate of the expences of government for the year1816. 


PERMANENT EXPENCES. 
Salaries to the offices of government, with 


the expences of office, $2,225 
Compensation to the members of the le- 
gislature, with the contingent ¢xpen- 
ces of the two houses, calculating the 
allowaneées to be the same as at the two 
last sessions, 90,000 
Support of the state prison, including 
the pay of the guard, and conveyance 
of convicts, 50,000 
Aunuities to Indians, with all expences 
incident to Indian affairs, 15,500 
Allowance for the benefit of the college 
of physicians and surgeons of this 
state, 500 
Compensation to district attornies, 13,000 
do. to sheritts, 7,000 
Incidental expences of administering 
the government, 3,000 
do, to printers, 5,060 
do. to county clerks under the 
act concerning oaths, 490 
do. to do. and special messen- 
gers, for returning transcripts of votes, 1,600 
Salaries to brigade inspectors, 2,200 
Bounties for the destruction of wolves, 3,000 
Various miscellaneous expences,amount- 
ing perhaps to 4,500 


EXPENCES LIMITED AS TO TIME. 

Allowance to the hospital in the city of 
New-York, 

Allowance to the economical school and 
orphan asylum society in that city, 

Allowance for the support of foreign poor 
in the same city, 

TO WHICH MAY BE ADDED, 

Interest on the debts due to the several 
banks, 

stock.loan, bearing 6 per cent. 
interest, 


do: 


16,000 
1,000 
65,000 


51,851 10 
do. 
40,620 


do. 7 per cent. 91,000 
AND ALSO, 


Appropriation made by the 4th section 


1 6€the act of the 12th June, 1812, for 


othe purchase of timber for gun carri- 
ages, 

Balance of an appropriation of $50,009 
made by an act of 24th October, 1814, 
for completing the fortifications on Sta- 
ten-Island, : 

Of the appropriation made by the act 
to provide for the improvement of 
the internal navigation of this state, 

Of the appropriation for completing 


2,000 


5,090 


509 








the capitol, . 23000 
Of an appropriation made by the 40t 

section of the supply bill of 1815, for 

the quarter-master’s department, 

Probable amount that will be required 
under the S9th section of the suppiy 
bill, for the supply of arms, &c. 

Probable amount that will be required 
under the act granting additional pay 
to the volunteers and militia, passed 
2ist October, 1814, 

Do. under the 40th section of the last sup- 
ply bill, for the commissary’s depart- 
ment, 

Balance of monies in the treasury belong- 
ing to the school fund, on the 31st of 
December, 1815, 

Do. belonging to the fund for the promo- 
tion of literature, 

Do. of mories received on acconnt of 
lands sold in 1813, for making and im- 


2,000 


16,009 


25,000 


10,000 


47,326 07 
3,412' 40 


proving certain lands, 1,155 85 
Balances due to county treasurers on the 
settlement of their accounts, 15,000 





$642,790 42 
Making the probable expences of the year 1816 
642,790 dollars 42 cents, exclusive of any extradr- 
dinary appropriations that may be made during the 
present session of the legislature; of the sums that 
may be required to satisfy claims for lands impro- 
perly sold by the commissioners of forfeitures, and 
exclusive of the calis, if any, which may be made 
on the shares of the state in the stock of the Seneca 
lock navigation company. 
Ways and Means fur 1816. 

Annual revenue as stated before, $52,476 52 
Amount remaining unpaid on the 31st of 

Dec. 1815, en account of the proceeds 


of sale, for quit rents and taxes, 54,751 04 





$1,007,207 56 
r 2 . 
The debts owing by the state are now as fillows: 


To banks, bearing 6 per cent. interest, 1,126,685 
The stock debt, bearing 7 percent. do. 1,S00,00U 
do. do. ~§ 6 do. do. 677,000 











$35,103,583 
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From the estimate made above of the ways and 
means, and of the expences of the year 1816, it will 
be seen that the public debt can be reduced this 
year only about 350,000 dollars. And from a calcu- 
lation founded upon the present revenues of the 
state, it isascertained that it cannot be extinguish 
ed until the véar 1823, unless the loan to the United 
Siates, which falls due in May, 1817, should be re- 
paid and applied towards that object. If that be 
$0 applied, the public debt may be SOE 7 in 
the year 1822. 

By the provisions of the “act to create a public 
trausferable stock, and to lay and colject additionai 
taxes for the use of this state,”? the comptroller is 
not authorised to purchase any of the stock debt, 
uniess that bearing seven per cent. interest can be 
obtained at par, and that bearing six per cent. pro- 
portionably low. As it is probable that but little, 
if any, can be purchased at these rates, the comp- 
troliér will, of course, unless otherwise directed by 
the legislature, apply the unappropriated monies 


wich shall be i in the treasury, to the reduction of} 


the debts due to the banks. . ‘And. it may be worthy|s 
of consideration, whether the situation of the banks 
is not such as. to require that the unappropriated 
money should, at all events, for this year, be thus 
applied, in preference to applying them to the pur- 
chase of state stock. Pressing applications have 
been received from one of the banks, requesting 
that the amounts due to them from the state, might 
be partly or wholly discharged, in order that they 
might be enabled to extend their accommodations 
to 4adividuals during the present pressure. it is 
true, that it is for the payment of the stock debt 
alone that the state taxes are pledged; but inasmuch 
as the situauon of the banks, which have heretofore 
liberally aided the state with loans, renders ‘it a 
most desirable object with them, that those loans 
should be discharged; and as they cannot probubly 
be discharged in any other way than by taxes, it is 
subinitted, whether they ought not to be paid off as 
early as the receipts into the. treasury will permit it 
to he done; or at any rate, that the receipts of this 
year should be applied Lo the reducuun of those 
debis. 

Tue receipts during the year 1815, f for arrears and 
commutation of quit rent, im money and three per 
cen. stock of the United States, including the pro> 
ceeds of sales tor quit rents, amounted to 80,504 
dotiars 63 cents, and this almost whoily upon pa- 
tents advertised for salé. The payments on those 
noi advertised were but few. Of 623 patents ad- 
veruscd ior sale, sales for non-payment.-were only 
Mate in 156 instances, The residue were either 
discliarged by payment of the quit rents, or in con- 
sequence of proof having been produced that quit 
renis were not chargeable on account of the forfei- 
ture of ihe lands, ‘or for some other cayse. 

The p: tents advertised for sale were generally of 

avery ancien! dute,aud chargeabie with small rents. 
T nose which remain to be sdearGeed are of more 
recent daie, and will be much. more productive, 
huving much heavier rents reserved on them, 

Ai.hough the laws relative to quit rents have un- 
dcryone some very salutary amendments, they may 
stiii be susceptible of further amendment.. Whether 
ii might not materialiy promote the interests of the 
persons interested in the lands, to authorise and di- 


“yect tiat the sale for quit ren s should.be. made out 


of the several lots or subdivisions unto. which pa- 
‘ents have been subdivided, in ali cases where the 
subdivisions can be ascertained by the comptroller, 
tor the proportion of rents due on each; and whe- 
r also, it would nyt be expedient to extend the 


e750 


Ne « 





provision for assessing and collecting the amount 
due from the proprietors of patents beyond the sale, 
so as to compel thé payment by all, of their just 
proportions of the monies necessary to redeem the 
land sold, are questions that the comptroller respect- 
fally suggests: for consideration. 

It may also deserve the consideration of the legis- 
ture, whether in every case where a sale in any pa- 
tent may have béen, or shall be made for quit rents; 
the rents falling due after the sale, ought not to be 
cancelled on every such patent, and thereby pre; 
venta repetition of the vexations and embarrass- 
ment which, it is alleged, are occasioned by the 
collection of these rents—And it is proper to ob- 
serve, that in almost every instance of sale, the 
state will actually realize more from the collection 
of arrears alone, being in that case payable in mo- 
ney, than for arrears and commutation when paid in 
three per cent. stock, in which they may and will 
alinost invariably be paid, in cascs of p2y ment be- 
fore the sale. : 

The mode of selling our lottery tickets hy pablio 
sale, as the act, entitled “an act relative to the ma- 
nagers of lotteries, » passed 13th April,1815, directs, 
has been found to answer the expectations tormed 6f 
it. The tickéis in the first class of the Medical Sci- 
ence lottery were sold without any djficulty, and 
at a small advance on the original price of the tick- 
ets, notwiths anding” that a yery serious combina- 
tion of lottery dealers had béen formed to prevent 
the success of sales in this way. The advance thus 
obtained on the tickets, with'the interest charged- 
ble on the credits given, will produce ta the state 
about 4000 dollars. And as the avails of the lottery 
otherwise amount only to 21,420 doliars, the sum 
gained by this mode of sale is nearly 20 per cent. 
in addition to the ordinary avails. And there is but 
little doubt entertained, that further experience will 
prove, that “this mode will produce still greater 
profits, and evincé its superiority over the former 
mode. 

The paper marked A, shews the state of the schod) 
fund, and of that for the promotion of literature. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

: ARCH’p MINTYRE, Comptroller. 

Albuny, 22d #ebruary, 1816. 

SCHOOL FUND. 
This fuud is coniposed of the following items. 
Bonds and mortgages for part of the consideration 
money of lands sold by the surveyor 
eeneral, 
Bonds and mortgages taken -for loans 
made, 
3600 shares of the capital stock of the 


(A) 


291,424 91 
328,107 Sé 


Merchants’ bank, 180,000 

30 do. bank of Hudson, 15,000 
50 do. bank of Columbia, 20,000 
500 do. Mohawk bank 5,000 
660 ~— da. New-York state bank 30,000 
sO do. bank of New-York 15;000 
124 do. bank of Albany 3,000 


Arrears of interest due on the bonds and 


mortgages of the fund, 44,482 $2 





$934,615 13 

This fund has been augmented during the year 
1815, 45,510 doliars, by bonds for part of the con- 
sideration money of ‘lands sold by the surveyor-ge- 
neral; 87,908 dollars by bonds and mortgages taken 
to secure the payment of loans made of monies be- 
longing to that fund; 600 dollars by a mortgage 
taken to secure the payment of part of the principal 
due on a mortgage given by Wan. M‘Carty, foreclos- 
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ed in 1813, and the land sold by the attorney-gene- 
cal; and 11,232 dollars 8 cents by the increase of 


interest due on the bonds and mortgages of the fund, 
‘making in all an augmentation of $145,280 8. 
During the same period, this fund has been di- 
minished $1,312 50, by correcting an erroneous 
credit given in 1813, for a mortgage, supposed to 


Adjutant and Inspector-general’s Office, 
March 6th, 1816. 

SIR—I have the honor to lay before you a brief 
statement of the strength and distribution of the 
present peace establishment, to meet the requisition 
of the honorable the senate of the United States, 
under the resolution of January 30, 1816. From the 


have been taken to secure the payment of part of| date of the resolution, which has just been recéived, 


the principal due on an old mortgage foreclosed by 
the attorney general; 26,119 32 by payments on 
account of principal due on the bonds and mortgages 
taken for lands sold and loans ntade ; 213 dollars by 
the operation of the act, entitled “an act for the re- 
lief of Isaac Hanson, Jacob Mancius, James Riving- 
ton, €harles Van Valkenburgh and John Mancius,” 
passed 19th June, 1812; $2,500 by the payment of 
the fifth and last instalment of the bond of the Me 
chanics’ bank in the city of New-York ; and lastly, 
$32,543 02 stated in the last annual report to be in 
the treasury, over and above the 50,000 dollars to be 
distributed for the use of schools, loaned during the 
year 1815, with the other monies subject to be loan- 
ed and consequently omitted in this statement, 
making in all a diminution of 7 2, 692 dolls. 84 cents. 


REVENUE. 

The revenue of the school fund may, for the pre- 
sent, be estimated at $64, 053 01, arising from the 
following sources : 
Annual interest on bonds and mortgages, 40,453 01 
Dividends on bank stock 21,600 
Probable proceeds of fees of the clerks’ © 
‘ offices of the supreme court, over and 
above the charges payable out'of them 2,000 





$94,053 01 


It will be seen from this statement of the reve- 
nue derived from the school fund, that sixty thou- 
sand dollars may now be annually distributed: for 
ihe encouragement of common schools. 

Of the 500,000 acres of land which are by law 
directed to be sold for the benefit of tie school fund, 
the suryeyor general has sold 396,947 acres. 


FUND FOR THF PROMOTION OF LITERA- 
TURE. — 
Bonds for part of the consideration of land 
sold, 19,213 13 
Mortgage taken to secure the payment 


of a loan, 3,000 
Balance of monies in the treasury belong- 
ing to this fund, on 31st Dec. 1815, 3,412 40 





$25,625 53 
Together with about 3,100 acres of land in the 
military tracty and in the counties of Broome and 


Chenango, heretofore reserved for the promotion 
of literature. 








The Peace Establishment. 


IN SENATE OF THE UNITED sTATES—mancu 7, 1816. 
Department of War, March 6th, 1816. 

SIR—The enclosed papers are transmitted un- 
der an expectation that they may contain the in- 
formation called for by the resolution of the se 
nate, of the 30th of January last. Should more de 
tailed information be required, it will be furnish- 
ed with the least possible delay. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, 


WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


I presume a report will be expected earlier than a 
minutely detailed statement can be madeout. [have 
the honor to be, sir, with respect, your obd’t servt. 

D. PARKER, adj. and Ins. gen. 
The secretary of war. 


Adjutant and Inspector-general’s Office, 
March 6th, 1816. * 
Situation of the fortifications and permanent 
works of the United States, and the distribution of 
the army:— 


Castine, light artillery Wied. : : -80 
Wiscasset, : : ae ee RS 
Portland, corps of artillery : : : 110 
Portsmouth, ; 2 : : MRR 
Salem, : 3 : : ; 3 ; 
Marblehead, : : 2 : : : 
Boston, light-artillery en Rea) : 250 
Plymouth, ; : : :. : : 
New-Bedford, & : : : : 
Newport, light artillery corps, f ‘ >: 180 
New-London, light artillery tint ; : 420 
New-Haven, : : 
New-York, corps of artillery, : : : 360 
Philadelphia, : : : ; : 130 
Baltimore, : ; $ ; : ‘ 200 


Annapolis, ; : : : 
Fort Washington, Potomac, corps of artillery 110 


Norfolk, corps of artillery, : : : 15U 
Beaufort, P osera . 90 
Wilmington, g eee eye : ; 
Georgetown, : ; : : : 
Charleston, corps of spec : : : 200 
Savannah, ; : : : : 

Mobile, corps of artillery, : ; $i Be 


Placquemin, 


English Turn, Scorps of artillery. : : 150 
New-Orleans, 

a corps of artillery. : 250 
Niagara, : t : > $ : $ 60 
Sackett’s Harbor, : : : : : 120 
Plattsburg, : : : : : : : 100 
Ist regiment infantry, at Passa Christiana, 650 
2d § ‘s 8 companies at Sackett’s 


Harbor, one company at fort Niagara, and one 


company at Greenbush, : 709 
3d regiment infantry, at Detroit, except 1 com- 
pany at fort Wayne, : : 400 


4th regiment infantry, four companies near 
Charleston, and a detachment at fort Haw- 


kins, : : : : : 606 
Sth reyiment infantry, at Detroit, 2 : 650 
6th oe New-York, : 400 


7th - eight companies at fort 
Hawkins, and two cet tie in the Creek 
nation, : ; : : 700 
Sth regiment infantry, near St. Latte, : 600 
Rifle regiment, 2 companies at Michilimacki- 
nac, one at Vincennes, and 2 at Natchitoches, 
head-quarters near St. Louis, : : >: 400 





7,950 
In the preceding list, the situation of arsenals, 
magazines, interior garrisons and depots, and fron- 





Hon. Joan Gariiarp, president of 
the senate, pre. tem. 


igiuded, 


tier stockades, and temporary works, are not it 


D. PARKER, adj. and ins. ger. 
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Peacock and Nautilus. 


From the Calcutta Times, Sept. 12,1815. 

The Nautilus sailed from Batavia Roads on the 
29th of June, bearing despatches for the supreme 
government. Previous to her departure, intelli+ 
gence of the ratification of peace by the president 
of the United States, had been received at Batavia. 

On the 30th of June, the American ship of war 
Peacock, captain Warrington, carrying 22 guns and 
manned with 250 choice seamen, was cruising off 
Anjier in the straits of Sunda. In the afternoon of 
that day, the master attendant at Anjier went on 
board the American ship, and informed her com- 
mander, that peace had been ratified between 
Great Britain and the United States. This infor- 
mation he affected not to believe, and detained the 
master attendant as a prisoner of war. Half an 
hour after this occurrence, the H. C. eruizer Nau- 


* tillus fell in with the Peacock.—Capt. Warrington 


hoisted English colors, and lieut, Boyce, the come 
mander of the Nautilus, sent a boat, with his mas- 
ter, and a military officer, a passenger, on board the 
Peacock. The American confined them as prison- 
ers of war, and disregarding the information they 
gave of peace, ranged alongside the Nautilus and 
hoisted the colours of the United States. 

Lieutenant Boyce hailed and demanded to know 
whether he was coming as a friend or an enemy. 
The answer returned was, an enemy! Lieut. Boyce 
then told him that peace had been ratified between 
Great Britain andthe United States, and that he 
had the documents on board; captain Warrington 
then said, “If peace has taken place, haul down 
your colors instantly!” Lieut. Boyce refusing to 
comply with this insolent demand, the American 
fired into the Nautilus which she returned with a 
broadside. Lieut. Boyce was wounded in the hip 
by the first fire, and shortly after, his knee was shat- 
tered by a 32 pound shot. Mr. Mayson, the first 
lieutenant, also- severely wounded ; and no officer 
remaining to fight the ship, he was compelled to 
surrender, after a gallant defence in close action, 
which lasted a quarter of an hour. 

Our readers have already seen the list of the kil- 
sed and wounded on board the Nautilus. The Ame- 
rican loss was four men killed and six wounded. 

On the following morning Mr. Warrington per- 
mitted the master attendant to return to Anjier 
for the purpose of bringing American papers.—On 
the production of these, he expressed himself sa- 
tisfied that peace had taken place, restored the 
Nautilus, and wrote officially to the master atten- 
dant, that he should desist from farther hostilites. 

We regret to add that lieut, Boyce has suffered 
the amputation of his leg. 

The Nautillus being much shattered in her hull, 
has been sent to Samarang for repairs. The wound- 
ed men left at Anjier, were in a state of recovery. 





Extract of aletter from captain Lewis Warrington, 


to the secretary of the navy—dated 
“'U. S. ship Peacock, Nov. 11, 1815, 


As it is probable you will hereafter see or hear 
some other account of a rencontre which took place 
between the Peacock and the English East India 
company’s brig Nautilus, on the 3Uth of June last, 
in the straits of Sunda, I take the liberty of mak- 
ing known to you the particulars : 


**In the afiernoon of that day, when abreast of]j 


Anjier, as we closed with this brig, which appear- 
ed evidently to be a vessel of war, and completely 
prepared for action, her commander hailed, and 
asked if Iknew that there was a peace? I replied 
in the negatiye—directing him at the same time to 


haul his colours down, if it were the case, in token 
of it—adding that if he did not, I should fire into 
him. This being refused, one of the forward guns 
was fired at her, which was immediately returned 
by a broadside from the brig; our broadside was 
then discharged, and his colors were struck after 
having six Lascars killed, and seven or eight wound- 
ed. As we had not the most distant idea of peace, 
and this vessel was but a short distance from the 
fort of Anjier, I considered his assertion, coupled 
with his arrangements for action, a finesse on his 
part to amuse us, till he could place himself under 
the protection of the fort. A few minutes before 
coming into contact with the brig, two boats con- 
taining the master attendant at Anjier, and an officer 
of the army came on board, and as we were in mo- 
mentary expectation of firing, they were with their 
men passed below,I concluded that they had been 
misled by the British colors, under which we had 
passed up the straits. No questions in. conse- 
quenee, were put to them, and they very improperly 
omitted mentioning that peace existed. ‘Fhe.next 
day, after receiving such intelligence as they had to 
communicate on this subject, (no part of which 
was Official) I gave up the vessel, first stopping her 
shot holes, and putting her rigging in order. 

“Tam aware that I may be blamed for ceasing 
hostilities without more authentic evidence that 
peace had been concluded ; but I trust, sir, when 
our distance from home, with the little chance we 
had of receiving such evidence are taken into con- 
sideration, I shall not be thought to have decided 
prematurely.” 








The Fisheries. 
To siv Richard Keats, and to the British naval off- 
cers on the Halifax station. 
Dowsyine Street, 17th June, 1815. 

SIR—As the treaty of peace lately concluded 
with the United States, contains no provisions with 
respect to the fisheries, which the subjects of the 
United States enjoyed under the third article of the 
peace of 1783, his majesty’s government consider it 
not unnecessary, that you should be informed as to 
the extent to which those privileges are affected by 
the omission of any stipulation in the present trea- 
ty, of the line of conduct which it is in consequence 
advisable for you to adopt. 

You cannot but be aware, that the Sd article of the 
treaty of peace of 1783, contained two distinct sti- 
pulations; the one recognizing the rights which the 
United States had to fish upon the high seas, and 
the other granting to the United States the privi- 
lege of fishing within the Br:tish jurisdiction, and 
of using under certain conditions, the shores and 
territory of his majesty for purposes’ connected 
with the fishery ; of these, the former being consi- 
dered permanent, cannot be altered or affected by 
any change of the relative situation of the two coun- 
tries, but the other being a privilege derived from 
the treaty of 1783 alone, was, as to its duration, ne- 
cessarily limited to the duration of the treaty itself. 
On the declaration of war, by the American govern- 
ment, and the consequent abrogation of the then 
existing treaties, the United States forfeited, with 
respect to the fisheries, those privileges which are 
purely conventional, (and as they have not been re- 
newed by stipulation in the present treaty,) thesub- 
jects of the United States can have no pretence to 
any right to fish within the British jurisdiction, oF 
to use the British territory for purposes connected 
with the fishery. 

Such being the view taken of the question of the 





fisheries as far as relates to the United States, Iam 
« 
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commanded by his royal highness the prince regent 
to instruct you, to abstain most carefully from any 
interference with the fishery, in which the subjects 
of the United States may be engaged, either.on the. 
Grand Bank of Newfoundland, in the Gulffof St. 
Lawrence, or other places.in the sea. At the same 
time you will prevent them, except under the cir- 
cumstances hereinafter mentioned, frem using the 
British territory for purposes connected with the 
fishing vessels from bays, harbors, rivers, creeks 
and inlets of all his majesty’s posSessions, In case, 
however, it should have happened that the fisher- 
men of the United States, through ignorance of 
the circumstances which affect this question, should 
previous to your arrival, have already commenced a 
fishery similar to that carried on by them previous 
to the late war, and should have occupied the Bri. 
tis harbors, and formed establishments on the 
British territory, which could not be suddenly 
abandoned without very considerable loss, his royal 
highness the prince regent, willing to give every 
indulgence to the citizens of the United States, 
which is compatible with his majesty’s rights, has 
coimanded me to instruct you to abstain from mo- 
lesiing such fishermen, or impeding the progress 
of their fishing during the present year, unless they 
should, by at.empts to carry on a contraband trade, 
render themseives unworthy of protection or indul- 
gence; you will, however, not fail to communicate 
to them the tenor of the instrnciions which you have 
received, and the view which his majesty’s govern- 
ment takes of the question of the fishery, and you 
will, above ail, be careful to explain to them that 
they are not in any future season to expect a cont- 
muance of the same indulgence. 


(Signed) BATHURST. 








Nomination of President, &c. 


The following anonymous notice, in a printed form’ 
was circtilated on Sunday, the 10th inst. addressed 
to the republican members of congress severally, 
by name: 

““Srrn—A meeting of the republican members of 
cangress will be held in the halt of the house of re- 
presentatives, on Tuesday evening, the 12th inst. 
at 7 o’clock, to take into consideration the proprie- 
ty of nominkting persons as candidates for president 
and vice-president of the United States.” 

Hult of Representatives, Tuesday evening, 
12th March, 1816. 

A number of the republican senators and repre- 
sentatives, assembled for the purpose of taking in- 
to consideration the propriety of recommending 
proper persons as candidates for president and vice- 
sident of the United States—the honorable Jerrm1- 
au Morrow, senator from Ohio, was called to the 
chair, and Lewrts Conpict, of New-Jersey, was ap- 
pointed secretary, | 

Resolved, 'Yhat in order to obtain a more general 
expression of the sentiments of the republicans, 
relative to the approaching presidential election; 
the republican senators, representatives and dele- 
gates, be invited and requested to’assemble in this 
piace on Saturday evening the 16th inst. at 7 o’clock 
—and that the invitation be given, by publishing 
the proceedings of this meeting in the National In- 
telligencer and the Washington City Gazette, sign- 
ed by the chairman and secretary. By orde of the 
meeting, JEREMIAH MORROW. 

Lewis Conpict, secretary. 


On which the WVational Inteliigencer observes— 
The above article being deficient in detail, it may 


a 


be agreeable to our readers. to know. the. state of 
auch facts as are not mentioned. 

There were present at this meeting fifty-eight 
gentlemen, we are informed; the whole number of 


vernment being estimated at about one hundred and 
twenty-five; and several others being accidentally: 
absent. Of the fifty-eight present at the. meeting 
on Tuesday evening, it is understood. that ten or. 
more were not favorable to the views of those who, 


The meeting now proposed, differs in its charac- 
ter widely from that which has taken place, Ac 
meeting is urged by known republicans, and re- 
sponsible names are signed to the notice of the 
meeting. Ii is not known what course willbe pur- 
sued, on this occasion, by the great body of the re- 
publican members. They willno doubt act in such 
manner as, under all circumstances, appears most’ 
advisable. 

I: will beas disagreeable to the republican par- 
ty, to witness this difference among fiends, as it 
might have proved dangerous to the best interests 
of the country, if such a nomination had been made 
here as would have distracted and astounded the 
republican party. There is now reason to hope, 
that, eventually, the harmony and integrity of the 
party may not be seriously disturbed by the circum- 
stances which have menaced it. If ever doubted, 
the public opinion has been recently so decidedly 
expressed, as to leave little doubt, that the promi- 
nent candidate will, in the end, unite the suffrage 
of the whole republican party. 

REPUBLICAN MEETING. 
Chamber of the house of representativts of the 
United States, Merch 16, 1816. 

At a meeting of the republican members of con- 
gress assembied this evening pursuant to public 
notice, for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the propriety of recommending to the people of the 
United Siates suitubie persons to be supported at 
the approaching election for the oflices of presi- 
dent and vice-president of the United States, one 
hundred and eighteen members of the senate and house 
of representatives, and one delegate, atiended. 

General Samvren Surra, of Maryland, was called 
.o the chair, and colonel Ricuanp M. Jouyson, of 
Kentucky, appointed secretary. 

And being so organized— 

Mr. Crar submited the foliowing resolution: 

Resolved, Vhatit is inexpedient to make, in cau- 
cus, any recommendation to the good people of the 
United Siates, of persons, in the judgment of this 
meeting, fit and suitable to fill the offices of. presi- 
dent and vice-president of the United States. 

And the question being taken thereon— 

It was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Tarzor, of N. York, then submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, to wit. 

fesolved, That the practice of nominating candi- 
dates for ihe offices of president and vice president 
of the United States, by aconvention of the sena- 
iors and yepresentatives in congress, is inexpedient 
and ought not to be continued. 

And the question being taken thereon— 

{i wasalso determined in the negative. 

The meeting then proceeded to the recommenda- 
ticn: 

Upon which it appeared that the hon. Jars 
Mownoz had sixty-five votes, and the hon. Wirttam 
H. Caawrorp fifty-four votes, for the office of pre- 
sident. 

That his excellency Danrex D. Tomexrns of New 





York had eighty-five yotes, and his excellency $1 


republican members, at present at the, seat.of go-. 





it now appears, convoked. this meeting. ° 
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mon Snyper thirty votes, for the office of vicc- 
president. : 

_ And thereupon— 

Mr. Cray submitted the following resolutions, 
which were concurred in without opposition: 

Resolved, That this meeting do recommend to the 
people ofthe United States, JAMES MONROE of 
Virginia, as a suitable person for the office of pre- 
sident of the U. States, and DANIEL D. TOMP-| 
KINS of New York, as asuitable person for the 
office ‘of vice-president of the United States, for 
the’term of four years, commencing on the 4th day 
OE REE Gin ey 
Resolved, That the chairman and secretary be ap- 
pointed to ascertain from the persons abovemen-} 
tioned, whether they are disposed to serve in the 
offices respectively designated. : 

Ordered, That the proceedings of the meeting 
be signed by the chairman and secretary, and pub- 
lished in the National Intelligencer. 

S. SMITH, chairman. 

R. M. Jounson, secretary. 

Weare authorised to state (says the National In- 
telligeneer) that the republican meeting of Saturday 
evening, was composed of the following members:— 

SENATORS. 

_Messrs. Barbour, Barry, Campbell, Chace, Con- 
dict, Howell, Lacock, Mason, Va. Morrow, Roberts, 
Ruggies, Santord, Talbot, Taylor,* Turner, Wil- 
liams and, Wilson. ° 

- REPRESENTATIVES. 

Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Baker, Barbour, Bas- 
sett, Buteman, Bennet, Betts, Birdsall, Blount, 
Brooks, Burnside, Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun; Can- 
non, Chappell, Ciarke, N. C. Clarke, Ky, Clay, Clen- 
dennen, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conner, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Crocheron, Cuthbert, Darlington, 
Vesha, Edwards, Forney, Forsyth, Gholson,* Glas- 
Goodwyn, Griffin, Habn, Hammond, Hardin, 

iawes, Henderson, Hungerford, Ingham, Irving, N. 
Y. Irwin, Pa.* Jackson, Johnson, Va. Johnson, Ky. 


tion whether the delegates of whom he was one, 
ought to participate in the proceedings. Delicacy 
left him no choice but to retire, which he did after 
assigning his motives for withdrawing to the chair- 
man. I am, gentlemen, yours, &e. 


CONGRESS. 
SENATE. | 

There was a small error in our statement of the 
yote on ordering the compensation bill to a third 
reading. Mr. Mason, (of N. H.) voted against the 
bill, and Mr. Vurner for it, and not as otherwise 
stated in our last, [Wat. Int. 

March 14.—After considerable debate on the bill 
to change the manner of compensation of the mem- 
bers of congress— 

Mr. Mason, of V. then moved to recommit the ' 
bill with a view to amend it.—Negatived, ayes 9. 

The questjon was then taken on the passage of 


the bill, and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barry, Bibb, Brown, Campbell, Condict, Daggett 
Dana, Gaillard, Harper, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, La Morrow 
Roberts, Ta)bot, ‘fait, Thompson, Turner, Wells,’ Williams—21. 

NAYS— Messrs. Cha King, Macon, Mason of N. H. Mason of 
Va. Ruggles, Sanford, Taylor, Tichenor, Varnum, Wilson—11. 


The question being then on the title of the bill, 
to change the mode of compensation of the mem- 
bers, &c. ny ap 

Mr. Varnum suggested that the title of the bill 
would be advantageously amended, by making it 
‘a bill to double the compensation,” &c. 

Mr. Dana said, if the geutleman desired to move 
the amendment, that it was a legal opinion, that the 
title of an act need not necessarily correspond with 
its contents. By 

No amendment being moved to the title, it was 

eed to. : 

The bill respeeting the late officers and crew of 
the sloop of war Wasp, was taken up. . [This bill 
proposes to allow twelve months pay to the rela- 
tives of the officers and crew of the lost sloop of 
war, and also authorises the distribution of fifty 











kerr, Ya. King, N. C. Love, Lumpkin, Lyle, Maclay,,. 
Mayrant, M‘Coy, M‘Kee, M‘Lean, Ky. M‘Lean, O: 
Middletgn, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Va. Newton, | 


thousand dollars among the same, as a reward for 
the capture of the British sloops of war Reindeer 
and Avon.] The bill was amended, and ordered to 


Ormsby, Parris, Pickens, Pinkney, Piper, Powell,|be read a third time. 


Reynolds,* Root, Ross, Savage, Sharp, Smith, Md. | 


| March 15.—Mr. Wilson laid on the table a motion 


Smith, Va. Taul, Taylor, N. ¥. Taylor, 8.C. Telfair, | to refer the late reports of the secretary of war on 
beg broop, ‘Townsend, Wallace, Ward, N. Y.! the state of the army, to the military committee, 
vard, N. J. Wendover, Whiteside,-Wilde, Wilkin, | with instructions to enquire into the expediency of 


Williams, Willoughby, 7’. Wilson, Wm. Wilsen, | 
'compiete the ranks of the army. 


Woodward, Wright, Yancey, and Yates. 
_ Messrs. Jennings, the delegate from Indiana, and | 
stepenson, Illinois, attended ; but the latter with- 
drew without voting. 

There were absent from the meeting about twenty- | 


ane are absent from the city, and the remaining ff- 
teen scrupulous in regard to the propriety of such 
meetings, or for other reasons indisposed to attend. | 
Of the whole number absent, it is estimated, we | 
understand, that more than three-fourths are friend- 
iy to the election of James’ Monroe. 
_*Voted by proxy, constituted in writing, being | 
aick in the city. 
£0 YHE EDITORS OF THE NATIONAL LNTELLIGENCER. 
In the statement of the proceedings of the great 
republican caucus, Mr. Stephenson, delegate from | 
41iNG1s, 18 represented as having retired without 
voting. An inferenee may be drawn from this, that 
‘i. Stephenson was desirous of shunning the re- 
sponsibility of expressing an opinion. The fact is, 
when Mr. Stephenson was entering the hall, al-| 
though specially invited to attend the caucus, he 


" 4 $70 us "> v¢ ¢ . . . 
wund je mecting engaged in discussing the ques- 








authorising by law enlistments to fill and keep 
The motion is 
not yet acted on. 

The bill to limit the right of appeal from the 
circuit court of the United States for the district of 
Columbia, was then taken up, and was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 3 

The bili to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States was received from the 
house of representatives and read. 

On motion, it was read a second time and referred 
to the committee on finance, &c. 

Some proceedings were then had on a resolution 
which has for its object to increase the salaries of 
the judges of the United States’ supreme and dis- 
trict courts; of the attorney-general, foreign minis- 
ters, &c. 

‘The senate then took up the bill to authorise the 
payment for property lost, capiured, or destroyed, 
in the service of the United States, and made some 
progress therein. 

March 18. Mr. Wilson submitted a motion for 
instructing the military committee to devise and 
report such provisions as may be necessary to ip- 
sure the annual returns of the militia of the severa! 














61 





_ NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—CONGRESS. 


— aang 





states by the adjutant general. The resolution lies 
on the table. , 

The engrossed billfor the relief of the survivors 
of the officers and crew of the sloop of war Wasp, 
was read a third time, passed, and sent to the other 
house for concurrence. 

The senate resamed the consideration of the re- 
solve proposed by Mr. Sanford, embracing an 
amendment to the constitution, to make the judges 
removable from office on the vote of two thirds of 
both houses of congress, with the consent of the 
president, &c. 

After some remarks, postponéd to Monday— 

The bill to provide for the indemnification for pri- 
vate losses of property employed in the public ser- 
vice, in its amended shape, (going to constitute a 
board of commissioners to audit and settle claims 
of this description) was further amended, and at 
length ordered, with its various amendments, to be 
read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Lacock, the committee on so 
much of the president’s message as relates to roads 
and canals, were instructed to enquire into the ex- 


pediency of making a great military or national gr 


road from Washington, Pa. to Sandusky Bay. 

March19. Mr. Wilson’s motion submitted yes- 
terday was agreed to. 

The bills from the house of representatives, al- 
tering the terms of the courts in Vermont, was read 
the third time and passed. 

The senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the house of representatives to the bill 
“relative to evidence in cases of naturalization,” 
and agreed thereto. 

{This bill, which now only awaits the approbation 
of the president, requires the production of a cer- 
tificate and report of régistry, and a certificate of 
the prothonotary, at the timé of making in court 
a declaration of intention to become a citizen ; and 
that five years residence, previous to application to 
become a citizen, shall be proved bythe oath or af- 
firmation of citizens of the United States, to be nam- 
ed in the record of admission as witnesses. ]} 

The bill from the house of representatives, pro- 
viding for the compensation of persons whose pro- 
perty has been lost, captured or destroyed by the 
enemy, while in the service of the United States, 
was read the third time and passed, with amend- 
ments. 

The bill extending the time for issuing and loca- 
ting military land warrants, was passed, and sent 
to the house of representatives for concurrence. 

The bill from the house of representatives mak- 
ing further provision for military services during 
the late war, and for other purposes, being taken up, 

Mr. Wilson offered an amendment which had for 
its purpose to give a land bounty to the disbanded 
officers. After some remarks, the bill was postpon- 
ed until to-morrow. 

March 20. The bill making further compensation 


- for military serviees during the late war, was taken 


up. Mr. Wilson’s motion to amend the bill by allow- 
ing certain donations in land to all the disbanded 
officers, in proportion to their respective ranks, 
was, after debate, negatived by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs- Barry, Brown, Chase, Condit, Fromentin, La- 
cock, Macon, Ruggles, Sanford, Wilson—i0. 

NAYS—Messts. Barbour, Bibb, Daggett, Gaillard,King, Mason, 
of N. H. Morrow, Roberts, Talbot, Tait, Thompson, ‘Vichenor, 
‘Turner, Varnum, Wells—15. 


Mr. Barbeur then moved a new section to the bill 
embracing a land bounty to disbanded officers of a 
certain class (having intimated his intention pre- 
vious to the last vote, to move it.) 

The bill was then postponed till to-morrow, with- 

ut deeiding on Mr. Barbour’s motion. 


The remainder of the day was occupied in the 
discussion of the proposition to amend the consti- 
tution of the United States, so as to prescribe an 
uniform mode of election of president.and vice 
president of he United States, by districts in each 
state. 

After considerable debate—the further conside- 
ration of this proposition was postponed to a day 
beyond the session ( rejected ) by a vote of 18 to 14. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Friday March 15. Besides the presentation of 
petitions, among which was one of Mr. Southard, 
from the Plainfield manufactory of woollens in 
New-Jersey, 

Mr. Lowndes reported a bill making the annual 
appropriations for the support of government; 
which was twice read and committed. 

The engrossed bill to alter the times for holding 
the circuit courts of the United States for the dis- 
trict of Vermont, was read the third time and 
passed. 

Other business done will be noticed in its pro- 
ess. 

The house took up the bill from the senate rela. 
tive to evidences in cases of naturalization, as 
amended, passed and returned to the senate. 

The house then went into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Moore in the chair, on the bill provid- 
ing for quieting and adjusting certain land claims 
in the Mississippi territory. 

A motion made by Mr. Strong to strike cut the 
first section, produced a good deal of debate on 
the merits of the bill; from whieh we extract the 
following substantial view of the question. After 
the treaty of 1783, that is in 1795, when the United 
States took possession of the Mississippi country, 
they found certain settlers on lands who had settled 
under Spanish grants, issued when Spain was’ pos- 
sessed of the country—the United States, without 
demanding any equivatent therefor, relinquished to 
those settlers all the right acquired by the treaty of 
1783, but without warranting them in the title— 
subsequently however, certain persons holding pa- 
tents under the British government set up a claim 
to these lands, as having the elder titles—and the 
actual settlers, those holding under the Spanish 
grants, petition the United States to examine and 
decide the claims of the British grantees, and if it 
be adjudged that they have the stronger title, that 
their claims may be satisfied by an equivalent grant 
of public land elsewhere. The bill reported by 
the committee on the public lands, to whom the 
petition was referred, and now under consideration, 
provides that the secretary of state, the attorney 
general, and the commissioner of the general land 
office be authorised to examine the disputed claims 
and decide thereon according to law, as soon as 
the claims to 140,000 acres have been filed for de- 
cision; that if the claim of the British grantee 
should in any case be confirmed, the commissioner 
of the land office shall issue his certificate for the 
amount thereof, which certificate shall be a final sa- 
tisfaction of his claim, and shall be received in pay- 
ment for any of the public lands of the U. States, 
atthe rateof two dollars per acre for every acre of 
the certificate ; that no ciaim shall be filed under 
this act which has been barred by any former law ; 
and that the decisign of the cemmissioners shall be 
final and conclusive. 

The motion to strike out the first section, being 
a vital one, gave rise to the debate above mention. 
cd, in which Messrs. Strong, Wright, Forsyth, Jack- 
son, and Ross, supported the motion, and of course 





opposed the bill; snd.Messrs. Robertson, M’Kee, 
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Johnson, Clark of Ky. Pickering, Lattimore . and 
Hopkinson spoke against striking out the section; 
Mr. Clay, also, on a subsequent question, advocated 


the bill. 


The question was finally determined against 


striking out the section ; and 


After some further unsuccessful attempts to 
amend the bill, the committee rose, reported pro- 


gress; and 
The house adjourned. 


“fonday, March 18. Mr. Lowndes, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill supple- 
mentary to the bill laying a direct tax ; and a bil! 
for the distribution of one hundred thousand dol- 

Jars among the captors of the Algerine vessels, 
which were captured and restored to the dey of 
Algiers ; which bills were severaily twice read and 


committed. — 
Atter disposing of a variety of business— 


The house then again resoived itself into a com- 


mittee of the whole, Mr. Afvore in the clair, on th 


Ts 


Tuesday March 19. After other business—= 

Qn motion of Mr, Basseit, 

Resulved, That a committee be appointed by this 
house, to join such committee as may be appointed 
by the senate, to consider and report what business 
will demund the attentionof congress prior to an 
adjournment ; and aiso when such an adjournment 
may probably take place, 

The bill from the senate to limit the right of ap- 
peal from the cireuit court of the United States for 
‘the District of Columbia; and the bill frem_ the 
senaie respecting the late officers and crew of the 
sloop of war Wasp; were severally twice read and 
referred, the former to the judiciary and the latter 
to the naval committee. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Breckenridge in the chair, 
on the bill respecting the duties on distillation. 

After discussing various amendments, the com- 
mi'tee got through the bill, rose and reported it to 
the house, when its details underwent a further in- 
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bill for quieting and adjusting certain ciaims to/ vestigation, and the bill was finally ordered to be 


lands in the Mississippi territory. 


engrossed as amended and read a third time to- 


Afier some time spent in discussmg various; morrow. 


amendments offered to the details, and, incidental 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from 


ly, the principie of the bill, the committee rose and |the comptroller of the treasury, respecting certain 


reported it tothe house. 


The debate was resumed inthe house as well on 


the object of the bill as its details. 


The question was then taken on engrossing the 


bill fer « third reading, and decided im the nega 
tive, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
For engrossing 
Against it 
So the bill was rejected. 


43 
&4 


The house then, on motion of Mr. Lowndes, resolv- 
ed itself into a-committee of the whole, Mr. Breek- 
envidge in the chair, on the bill to abolish the exist- 
ing duties on spirits distilled within the United 
States, and to lay other duties on distillation in lieu 


thereof. 


The bill proposes to change the duty from a tax) 
on the product to a tax on the capacity of the still, 
and to reduce the existing duties 59 per cent. The 
principle of the bill, the amount of duty, &c. were 
discussed at large, and fully reported, when the sub-, 


ject was before the house in the shape of a resolu- 
tion, reported by the committee of ways and means. 


On motion of Mr. Lowndes, the bill was so amend-;| 


ed, as to defer the expiration of the existing du- 


ties to the SOth of June next, instead of the 5Uth of 


March, as proposed by the bill. 

Afier accepting some amendments to conform 
the bill to the preceding, and adopting some others 
of an unimportant character— 

Mr. Lowndes proposed an amendment to the bill, 
the objectof which was to add 190 per cent. to the 
amount of the present duty on the capacity of the 
stall on licenses for one year, and to make the price 
of licenses for short periods bear the same propor 
tion as the duty imposed on the license for a year. 

This motion produced considerable discussion, 
im Witich Messrs. Lowndes and Taylor of N. Y. sup- 
ported the amendment, and Messrs. Hardin, John- 
son of Ky. ‘Fucker, and Ross opposed it. It was 
nnally agreed to—ayes 64, noes 54. 

On motion of Mr. Foss, the bill was amended, 
by striking out the proviso which remitted to stiils 
wholly employed in distilling from roots, half the 
duties to which they would otherwise be subjecied. 

Aftersome further amendment, not affecting any 
principle. 


unsettled accounts in the office of the accountant 
of the war department; and 
Then the house adjourned. 





We have not time to givea detail of the proceed- 
ings of Wednesday and Thursday. The bill to 
change the existing duties on distillation, being’ 
variously amended, passed through a committee of 
the whole, and the house agreed 66 to 62, to in- 
crease the duties on licences fur one year 100 per 
cent. with graduations for shorter periods. The 
bill was finally ordered to bee ssed for a third 
reading, and passed the next day—118 to 13, yeas 
and nays hereafter. The house then took up the 
proposed new tariff It was moved by Mr. Strong 
to s‘rike out the clause reported by the committce 
imposing 25 per cent, ad val. on woolen and cotton 
manufactures of all descriptions to msert 33 1-3 on 
| cotton, and 28 per cent on woolen goods. Afier 
some remarks the committee rose without a deci- 
sion. ‘The bill to repeal the duty on houschold 
‘furniture and watches was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and passed the next day. 

The military and staff academies next occupied 
the house in committee—the bill for an additional 
academy was ordered to be engrossed. , 

Thursday, March 21.—The engrossed bill te or- 
'ganize a general staff for the army was re-committed 
|—ayes 59, noes 45. The tariff then occupied the 
‘house, in Committee. Mr. Strong withdrew his 
‘motion. Mr. Clay proposed that the duty on cot- 
tons should be fixed at 33 1-s—decided in the ne- 
|gative—51 to 43. After a variety of proceedings, 
Mr. C. renewed his motion in a new shape, fixing 
the duty at 30 per cent. ad val. The commiitee 
jrose without a decision. The debate this day was 
ivery interesting. When furnished with it we shall 
endeavor to give it at soine length. 














Foreign Articles. 

Murat. Madame .Vurat applied to the Austri- 
an cabinet to use its influence to obtain for her the 
lbody of her late husband—but before this: appli- 
cation could have been known, the populace of 
Pizza, the pixce where he was shot, rifled the 





a 





The committee rose, reported progress, o tained | grave, and afer exposing the corpse to every sort 
leaye to sit agaip, and the house adjourned. 


|of insult, burnt it—together with the body of the 








NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—CHRONICLE. 


—————— 


syndic of the town, whom they murdered for ex- 
postulating with them on the barbarous outrage. 

Naples and England. Yt would appear that Fer- 
dinand of Naples has a mind that lord Bentinck, the 
British ambassador, shall not be king over him any 
longer. It may be recollected that Sicily was held 
several years as a sort of province of England, the 
king being as a prisoner in his own palace. 

Agitations in France. By letters from Paris of 
the 14th, 15th, 17th, 18th and 22d of January, pub- 
lished in the London papers, there seems to have 
been great alarms in the court at Paris. The king, 
who appears exceedingly uneasy under the pre- 
sence of the British troops, though compelled to 
rely upon them, asked Wellington to order back 
6,000; but the latter would not permit less than 
25,000 to return; which Louis reluctantly agreed 
to, after 24 hours deliberation. The new raised 
French troops appear disaffected and dissatisfied, 
and desert in great numbers—and one half of them 
are employed in keeping the other half as a sort 
ef prisoners. The guard at the Thuilleries was 
tripled on the night of the 17th, and arrests were 
greatly multiplied. There seems many reasons to 
expect some new changes—but of what nature it is 
not easy to conjecture amidst the variety of reporis. 

Paris, Dec. 19. Yesterday a scandalous scene 
took place at the Chamber of Deputies. These 
gentlemen assembled at the Salle des Conferences, 
when the ministers entered. Scarceiy had M. de 
Richelieu and M. de Vanblance made their appear- 
ance, when several voices called out, .4 das les min- 
isters, they are traitors, they have procured the escape 
of Lavalette; they ought in their turn to be brought to 
trial as guilty of high treasen. In vain the ministers 
wished to speak, it was impossible for them to 
make themselves heard. The ministers adopted 
the resolution of withdrawing; their example was 
followed by the deputies of a peaceable disposition: 
and the rest remained to deliberate on the man- 
ner of ulteriorly denouncing the ministers for hav- 
ing favored the escape of M. de Lavalette. 

Lhe dutchess of Angouleme has been called the 
‘‘sshe-wolf of France.”? Indeed, she seems to have 
few of those characteristics that are presumed 
especially to belong to her sex. 

Casranos. Extract of a letter from an officer on 
board the U. 5. frigate United States, dated Mala- 
ga Roads, Jan. 1, 1816: 

“f have just heard of an instance of human ca- 
lamity, which ought forever to cause me to thank 
God that I have been permitted to live under a flag 
which has never been stained by a flagrant act of 
national injustice. The name of general Castanos 
must be familiar te you. It was he who so brave- 
ly defended Saragosa from the French, and against 
whom he, on may other occasions, crowned the 
arms of his cold-hearted country with success.— 
That Castanos left this port yesterday with’a num- 
ber of other prisoners, chained and in irons, to 
serve as a private soldier for ten years on the coast 
of Barbary. Alas, how unforeseen are the events 
of this transitory life!! 

{here is much talk of a Spanish war; it is said 
that Spain has demanded money from our govern- 
ment—war is a great evil, the cnuse of great misc- 
ry, but is preferable to a tame submission to the 
mandates of injustice.” 

——— se 
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Accounts from Buenos Ayres to Cct. 20, state, 
that the revolutionary admiral had ran-away with | 
four of the principal ships of war and a considera. | 
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ble treasure. He was an English adventurer of the 
name of Brown. He was suspected to have been 
bribed by the Spaniards and Portuguese. A short 
time since two enterprizing Bostonians held high 
commissions in the Buenos Ayres navy: One return- 
ed home and the other has left the service. - 

John Swayne, alias Sweney, accused, as'a British 
subject, of entering the American service on board. 
the frigate Essex in the late war, has been tried and 
convicted in England, and sentenced to death; but 
recommened to mercy. nul 

Among the distinguished guests who honored the 
Hibernian society, at their annual feast at Bultimore, 
on Monday last, were major-general Brown, colonet 
Mitchell, colonel Jenkins, lieutenant-colonel Armi- 
stead, major Brown and major Frazer. The gene- 
ral’s volunteer was—“The patriots of every country, 
who have fallen to aid or to maintain the rights of 
man—the generous sons of America and Erin will 
ever cherish their memory. : Si 

After the officers had retired the following were 
given from the chair, at the instance of different 
members— 3 | 

Our illustrious guest, maj. gen. Brown, the hero 
of Chippewa, Bridgewater and Erie—may he long 
enjoy in peace the fame he acquired in the service 
of his country. 

Our fellow townsman and distinguished guest, 
colonel Mitchell, the hero of Gswego. 

Col. Armistead, the undaunted defender of fort 
M‘Hienry. 

New-Hampshire election —The returns are not all. 
received. Butit is agreed, on all hands, that Mr. 
Plumer (rep.) has been elected governor of that 
state. It is expected, also, that the legislative 
branches of the government wiil be completely 
changed—by the Hartford convention. Yhe returns 
of 71 towns givea net rep. gain of 1921 for gover- 
nor, and of 35 members for the house of represen- 
tatives. 

Massachusetts election—From the preparatory elec- 
tions that have taken place in Massachusetts for 
the choice of town officers, the election between 
Dexter and Brooks, for governor, will probably be a. 
;close one. Suiem has a rep. majority of about 40— 
last year it was about 200 the other way. Glouces- 
ter and many other towns have also changed sides. 

Conuecticue election —Oliver Wolcott, for gover- 
nor and Jonathan Ingersol for lieut. gov. have been 
nominated in opposition to the federal ticket. 

Silver mine.—It is reported that a silver mine, 
which yields one ounce of pure silver to a pountl 
of ore, has been discovered, not fur from Downings- 
town, Penn. It is further said that the ore is easily 
obtained and appears inexhaustible. 








Extract of a letter from an American gentleman i: 
Cadiz to Is brother in Boston, dated Jan. 11. 

“The Spanish 90 gun ship, San Fernando, in 
coming down the Sireights under convey of the 
Constellation frigate, met wilh a violent gale and 
was lost near Algiers. She hai on board 2 lieuten- 
ants and 6C men, Americans.” 

{he Americans on board the above ship belong- 
ed to the frigate United States, and she sailed. it 
company with the frigate from Port Mahon tor Car- 
thagena, on the 4th of December. The next day 
ishe lost her mizen top-mast in a gale, and. parted 
from the frigate. The Amerfeans had taken eare 
of her to oblige the Spanish authorities, and wiil 
much regrei the casualty which has. attended thei 
well meant efforts.) 

Capt. Covill, from Gibraltar and Cadiz, informs, 
that the San Fernando went entirely to pieces soo: 
aficr she struck. Me did not hear that any persom 
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perished, and from this circumstance it is probable 


none did. 


Capt. C. left Gibraltar Dec. 20. A few days be- 
fore the frigate United States sailed from that place 
It was supposed commo- 
dore Shaw would despatch a vessel to look after 
the Americans, and would require the release of the 
Spaniards, who otherwise, it was feared, would 


up the Mediterranean. 


be retained as prisoners. 
General Jackson, accompanied by several officers 
of the army, recently left Nashville for Mobile. 
A British soldier who deserted from Canada a few 


days ago, was apprehended by a citizen of Buffalo, 


N. Y. and, under the custody of a constable, carried 
across the Niagara and given up., A prosecution 
has been instituted against the fellow. 

The Creeks. Inconsequence of some late mur- 
ders committed by the Creek Indians, 600 troops 
are ordered from Fort Hawkins to the interior of the 
nation. It is said that some additional military 
posts will be established among them. They ap- 
pear much opposed to the running of the new boun- 


dary line. 


An ambassador from the Creek Indians is said to 


be in London. But it is stated he is not openly re- 
ceived as such. The question is asked—has the 
late hostile dispositions of the Creeks any connec- 
tion with this agency? 

Presidential election.—The following are the names 


of the gentlemen recommended to the support of 
the people of Pennsylvania, as electors of a presi- 


dent and vice president of the United States, by the 
republican members in the legislature of that com- 
monwealth : 
Paul Cox, David Mitchell. 
Dist. John Gever, John Conard, Daniel Bussier, 
William Brooks. 
Isaac Anderson, Mathew Roberts. 
John Molar, John Harrison. 
. Jacob Hostetter. 
John Rea, William Gilliland 
Michael Fankenthall, James Wilson. 
Gabriel Heister. 
James Maloy. 
James Banks. 
Robert Clark, Abiel Fellows. 
David Marchand. 
Thomas Patterson. 
Joseph Huston. 
. Samuel Scott. 
15. James Alexander. 
The following gentlemen are nominated as the 
“republican ticket” for electors of president and 
vice president in North Carolina: 


ist. 
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Gen. Joseph Riddick, Gates. 

Gen. Thomas Wyrns, Flertford. 
Judge Hall, Warrenton. 
Thomas Ruffin, Hilsborough. 
Jesse Franklin Surry. 

Gen. Thomas Love, Haywood. 
Gen. P. Forney, Lincolnton. 
Francis Locke, Salisbury. 
Gen. Abraham Philips, Rockingham. 
Gen. Alexander Gray, Randoiph. 
Joseph Pickett, Anson. 
Thomas .King, Sampson. 
Nathaniel Jones, C. T Wake. 
James Hoskins, Chowan, 
Vine Allen, Newbern. 


GENERAL ORDER. 
Adjutant and Inspector-general’s Office, 
January 9, 1816. 
The rank and file of the army are so far reduc- 
ed below the authorized peace establishment, that 


no discharges will be given to soldiers who are 
not regularly entitled thereto, except on applica- 
tion to commanding officers of regiments, corps, 
or posts, and on furnishing good and able substi- 
tutes, to the satisfuction of the respective com- 
manding officers. In all such cases, substitutes 
must be regularly enlisted without expence to the 
United States. 
By order of the secretary of war, 
te D. PARKER, adj. and ins. gen. | 
Parliament of Lower Canada dissolved—A gen 
tleman direct from Canada informs us, that a day or 
two before he left Quebec, sir George Drummond, 
governor of Lower Canada, issued a proclamation, 
declaring the provincial parliament dissolved. 
The cause which led to this extraordinary measure 
is given as follows :—The documents from England 
conveying the prince Regent’s approbatien of the 
the late conduct of the judges of the supreme court 
}in that province, when read in parliament, excited a 
high state of angry and indignant feeling. In the 


‘moment of extreme exasperation, language was ut- 


tered, and measures proposed in the house, which. 
the governor deemed indecorous and improper ; and 
to puta stop to the prosedure, he declared the le- 
gislative body no longer in existence —Com Adv. 

. Plattshurg, March 2—We understand that Joseph 
Bonaparte has purchased a township of land on the 
St. Lawrence, a few miles below Ogdensburgh—and 
that he is at present at Ogdensburgh. __ 

Washington City, March21. The hon. Mr. Ba- 
got, the minister from the government of Great Bri- 
tain to the United States, with his family and suite, 
arrived in this city on Monday ; having landed at 
Annapolis, from the frigate that conveyed them to 
our shores. 

His present residence is at Crawford’s hotel; 
though itis understood he has taken a house in the 
city, which is not yet prepared for his reception. 

[Mr. Bagot was presented to the president on 
Thursday last, by the secretary of state. He ar- 
rived in the Niger, of 32 guns; which, on arriving 
at Annapolis, fired a salute of 17 guns, which was 
returned. } 

St. Louis, Feb. 24.—We have received a letter 
from Mr. Boilvin, Indian agent at Prairie, du Chien, 
of a late date. Mr. B. describes his situation as 
extremely irksome, surrounded by hostile savages 
who are in the daily habit of intercourse with thé 
British traders urging them to hold themselves im 
readiness for another war; that the French govern- 
ment jiaving now joined the English, the Americans 
would be attacked in the spring—enjoining it om 
the Indians to prevent the American troops ascend- 
ing the Mississippi to the Prairie, and in no wise 
to dispose of any of theirlands, They are invited 
to a grand council to be heid at Malden, where 
they will receive presents from their English father, 
also be instructed in the kind of deportment they 
they are to exhibit to the Americans. 

Vative Epsom Salt. We learn by the Louisville 
Correspondent that a very extensive cave has been 
discovered in Indiana, about 35 miles from Louis- 
vilie, abounding with native Epsom salt, or sulphate 
of magnesia. The cave is apparently inexhausts 
ble—the salt of every variety of crystal, is arrange 
ed in ail thai fanciful splendor wi.ich decorates the 
grotto of Antiparos. This cave is the only speci- 
men known of the pure salt in a solid form, ex- 
cepting in Monroe county, Va. where it is found un< 
der the surface of the earth. In Europe, and pars 
ticularly in England, at the Epsom springs, wlich 
give name to this salt, it is obtained from water ims 
pregnated with it. 











